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W%SHINGTOW——Former Central,
Intelligence Agency Director Richard:
M. Helms said ‘Wednesday that he’
believed he told former President-. -

Lyndon B. Johnson about the. CIA's

secret ‘mail-opening project in 1967,

some six years bﬁfore it- was aban-
doned. i -

Tastxfymc, befcre»the Senate Se!ect"

Com:mltee on Intelligence Activities, -

Helms- said"he did not know whether -~

any other President had. been - noti--
fied. during the . mail intércept's 20~

- year history, but e'rphasxzed that he -

couldnotru!ex

Helms also 2 ,.:ag'eed vntn fomer 4

. Postmasters Gensral Edward - ‘Day
and Winton Blount, .who tsstified
‘earlier that the CIA never told them

it Was opening one of every 13 le'ters =
“to‘and from the Soviet Uniom. .- —i~ .

- The: llleval maik mterc‘mt.o‘.s in--

volvn-o correspondence to and from -
the- Sowet Union tegan-in 1953.... .
Nearly 216,000 letiers. were opened
+before the. program . was halted:in -
early 1873 out of fears of disclosure, -+ -

Helms' testimony was the first indi- -
catxon: that any Presxdent had bean.

“informed of the project::

i

o

" mittee what” Johnson's reaction was:
".-The former CIA director told report-

“testified they believed it might be le-.. - el

" er general, John Grorouski, said he.-

. ‘Wwas in office was that ne was never -

Helms who is now ambassador to .
Iran sud he beheved he mentzoned _

-~

the program to. Jormon at a pnvate
meeting In the spring or 1967 at
which they also dxsc‘.‘ssed other mtel- )
ligence matters. . -~ - - -
-"T have no record of thxs Helms

e ‘was actuaﬂy told tne CIA 'was
" opening the maxl but beh-'-ved that he
wasnot.. - ..
—Biount, postnaater gpne'al for
part of the Richard M. Nixon admin-
‘told the committee. "I ean only tel} ‘istration said he was told that two.
.you it was a. belief I had." . <~ .+ : pestal .empioyes intercepted the So-
Helms was not asked by the com-;"ywet-US mail and gave.it to CIA
. agents who held it overnight. But he
“said he never asked for specifics and
-ers during a break that "if" his mem-2- did .not -know the maﬂ was bemo
ory was correct, he belived Johnson " opened. - ‘
"shrugged” “and " at “least’ mp]xc'tly{i"‘—-Gronousm postmaater generalm
gave the prog,ecthx:, aoprova] % - the Johnson administration, said_no
“/one’inside the CIA ever tried to tell

Earher,’ both Blount and Day hag - * bim of the mail OPemna program.

- gal forthe CIA to ocen‘a.nd read the = Af, one pomt Day saxd "I‘m not at

mail of U.S. citizens. 7 all sure it was illegal for them to
However another former pOotmast‘-. open the-mail . . | _the CIA had over-
-all powers that put them in a differ-

- ent situation from other people.” : -

... Blound said: "I didn't understand at

 that time ‘that what the CL\ was

believed such openings were against
the law. He said the cnly reason he .
- did not stop the operation when he -

“told it existed.” - "

In- te;tlmony -under oath Day,'
~Blount: and Gronou A gave these sto-‘-‘
ries: - L
—Day’ saxd that when Mla*: Dulles )
told him he wanted to brief himona -.mail, I would have put a stop to xt n|
~highly secret matter he'said he did* - Gronouski said. . . I
not want to-know any secrels bé-i° . Federal laws forbid ooom'w ﬁrst
cause he might be biamed if they -~ class US maxl mthouta searcn war-f
 .Jeaked.Day saud he could not recall if ** rant. ».

:derstsnd that now ... as far as |

laws of the land."
="f I had had. an m‘{hnc’ the CIA :

<
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doing -was illegal, and I don't. -un-

‘ ~know, the CIA ooerated und_r the5

was holding, opening or delaymg the |




